


In the past, building owners and managers 
h ave had two options for fixing their leaky roof:
repair it (a low cost solution, but only tempora ry )
or 
replace it (a sure fix, but costly).
N ow, GAF Materials Corp o ra t i o n—N o rth Ameri c a ’s largest roofing manu fa c t u r e r—
b rings you a third option:

T O P C O AT®S e a m F re e™Roof Restoration Systems! 
Use the info rmation on these pages to help you decide 
which option is ri g h t for your specific roofing situation.

The Good News Is. . .

“YouH ave 
Mo reOptions 
Than 
Yo uT h o ugh t!”

T h eB a dNew s I s . . .

“YourRo of IsL e a k i n g”



AH e l p f u l A n a l o gyToU seI nM a k i n gYo u r Roofing Decision
If your roof were a car, would you repair/maintain it (option 1); overhaul it (option 2); or
replace it (option 3)?

M a i n t a in/R e p a i rI t
(L i ke “Doing an oil change” )

Up to 43% of leaky low-slope roofs 
can be restored using advanced restoration technology...

Advantages Of Restoration:
• C o n s e rves Cash... s aves up to half the cost of a new roof; project can also be staged 

over seve ral years for improved cash flow
• Extends Life. . . adds up to 20 years to the life of the existing roof
• Peace Of Mind... m a nu fa c t u r e r s ’ no-dollar-limit guarantees ava i l a ble up to 20 ye a r s
• Minimal Disruption... installs significantly faster and with considera bly less mess 

than a conventional new roof
• Financial Flex i b i l i t y. . . can often be capitalized or expensed (consult your tax advisor) 

S h o rt c o min g s :
• Limited by condition of existing roof. . . must be in moderately good condition

• B u yer must choose carefully...not all restoration products perfo rm equally

Av a i lable GAF Produ c t s :
• T O P C O AT® S e a m F re e™ Restoration Systems 

(restores EPDM, BUR, modified bitumen, T P O, PVC, 
H y p a l o n®, concrete, and metal roofing systems)

R e s t o re It
(L i ke “ O verhauling the engine”)

Some roofs have reached the point 
that repair or restoration are no longer 
possible, making replacement the only
viable option.

Advantages Of Replacement:
• Best Long-Term Option...systems often

last up to 20 years or more
• Peace Of Mind...manufacturers’

no-dollar-limit guarantees available 
up to 20 years

• Fewer Installation Wo r ri e s. ..large pool of
ex p e rienced applicators ava i l a bl e

S h o rt c o m i n g s :
• Highest investment...can be double 

the cost of roof restoration
• Longest installation time
• Moderate-to-severe disruption and 

hassles for occupants

Available GAF Pro d u c t s :
- G A F G L A S® built-up ro o f i n g
- R u b e ro i d® modified bitumen 

ro o f i n g
- E v e r G u a rd® TPO and PVC 

single-ply systems

An otherwise sound roof needs 
regular maintenance or repair to keep
it in (or to return it to) its original 
operating condition.

Advantages Of Repair:
• Lowest cost option
• Quickest, easiest fix
S h o rt c o m i n g s :
• Only a temporary solution...

often gives you a false sense 
of security that the problem is fixed

• Problems eventually recur...
requiring regular, ongoing maintenance

Replace it
( L i ke “Buying a brand new car”)

Option 1 • Inconvenient...repeated disruption from
leaks, with potential loss of employee
productivity

• Limited Protection...
Manufacturers’ no-dollar-limit guarantees 
not generally available for repairs

Available GAF Pro d u c t s :
LeakStopper™ Repair & Maintenance
Products, including:

- M a t r i x® C o a t i n g s
- Lexsuco® F l a s h i n g s
- M-We l d® P re-Flashed Accessories
- Metalastic® Expansion Joint Covers

Option 2

Option 3



“Do The Math: How Much Will Yo u Save With TOPCOAT ?”

“Up To 43% Of Leaky Low-Slope Roofs 
Can Be Saved Using TOPCOAT® S e a m F re e™

Restoration Systems! ”
For more than 20 years, TOPCOAT’s SeamFree™ restoration
systems have saved building owners millions of dollars in roof
replacement costs. In fact, we’ve found that nearly half (43%)
of leaky low-slope and metal roofs can be saved using the 
TOPCOAT System.

TOPCOAT is a seam-free membrane that is manufactured 
on your roof. Unlike some “miracle-in-a-can” coatings, the 
TOPCOAT system (i.e., preparation, flashing, and membrane)
results in a new protective weathering surface added to your
existing roofing system—as much as 60 mils thick!

If you have a leaky EPDM, built-up, modified bitumen, TPO,
PVC, Hypalon®, concrete, or metal roof, our certified contractors
can evaluate whether TOPCOAT Systems will work on your
roof—often at half the cost (or less) of a new roof.

S c e n a ri o# 1:

C o m p a re The Typical Cost 
Of A Te a r- O ff / R e p l a c e m e n t
Of Your Existing Roofing System. . .
Out of Pocket Cost:
$2 5 0-$400 per 100 square fe e t

Immediate Savings With TOPCOAT: $10 0-$275 per 100 square feet
Plus additional savings not included above :

• TO P C OAT energy savings of $3.50 to $4.50 (typical) per 100 square fe e t / ye a r
• Potential tax advantages (unlike a new roof, TO P C OAT installations can often be expensed 

or capitalized, at your option—consult with your tax advisor)
• Utility energy rebates (where offered, such as parts or all of CA, FL, Chicago, and MN)

•You may be selling your building, and want to avoid the major expense of a new roof
•O r, you may simply prefer to conserve your cash for other inve s t m e n t s

Your Roof Repairs Are Becoming Excessive, 
And You Want To Avoid 
A Costly Investment In A New Roof

. . .With The Typical Cost To Restore 
Your Existing Roof 
With The TOPCOAT System
Out of Pocket Cost:
$125 - $150 per 100 square fe e t

Which of these scenarios reflects your current roofing situation...



T O P C O AT® C o m p rehensive 
Restoration System For EPDM, 
TPO, Hypalon, PVC, Built-Up,
and Modified Bitumen Roofs

T O P C O AT® 

C o m p rehensive 
Restoration System 
For Metal Roofs

Your Roof Will Need To Be Replaced In A Few Ye a r s —
B u tYo u Would Prefer To Avoid A Complete Roof
R e p l a c e m e n t

• You plan on owning/utilizing the building for several years to come
•You’re not adverse to investing in a new roof, but would consider other options to conserve cash

S c e n a ri o # 2:

...With The Cost For The Same New Roof, 
But With A Formal Maintenance Plan 
Including TOPCOAT Restoration

Initial Investment $ 3 0 0 / s q u a re
Maintenance costs in years 1-6 $17.50 - $22.75/square

T O P C O AT restoration membrane in year 7 $ 1 0 0 - $ 1 2 5 / s q u a re
Maintenance costs in years 8-14 $17.50 - $22.75/square

E n e rgy savings in years 8-14* ($24.50 - $31.50/square )
T O P C O AT restoration membrane in year 14 $ 1 0 0 - $ 1 2 5 / s q u a re

Maintenance costs in years 14-20 $15.00 - $19.50/square
E n e rgy savings in years 14-20* ($21.00 - $27.00/square )

Total Cost Over 20 Ye a r s $492-570 per  
100 square feet

C o m p a re The Cost Of A Ty p i c a l
New Roof With No Formal 
Roof Maintenance Pro g r a m. . .

Initial Investment $300/square
Roof Repairs in years 1-9 (total) $9.00-$15.50/square

Replacement in year 10 $300/square
Roof repairs in years 11-20 (total) $9.00-15.50/square

Total Cost Over 20 Years    $6 1 8-$631 per
100 square feet

20-Yr.L i f eCycle Savings With TOPCOAT:  $48-139/s q u a re*
Plus additional savings not included above :

• Potential tax advantages (unlike a new roof, TO P C OAT installations can often be expensed or capitalized, at yo u r
option—consult with your tax advisor)

•The cost of damage to your building or its contents, which would make the TO P C OAT option even more attra c t i ve
• Utility energy rebates (where offe r e d )
*Calculations based on a 1,000 square roof in Newa rk, New Jersey

TOPCOAT Membrane Finish coat

TOPCOAT Membrane Base coat

TOPCOAT
Flashing Grade

TOPESTER 
Reinforcing Fabric

TOPCOAT Flashing Grade

Original metal roof

TOPCOAT Membrane Finish coat

TOPCOAT Membrane Base coat

TOPCOAT Flashing Grade

TOPESTER Reinforcing Fabric

TOPCOAT Flashing Grade

Original Modified Bitumen roof

Original roof deck



Not All Roof Restoration Systems Are Alike:  
T O P C O AT® Has Been Proven On Over 200 Million Square Feet Since 1979!

Airport Repair
Facility

Food
Manufacturing &
Distribution
Plant

School

Research & Development Labs

Electronics Assembly Operation

Storage Facility



Ti m e - Tested Perf o rm a n c e
Will other roof coatings stand the test
of time and UV exposure?

Even afterdouble the exposure to UV
than the competition, TOPCOAT
membrane maintains its integrity
while the others breakdown!

C o m p a re T O P C O AT®

ToT heL e a ding Competitors:

Independent Testing And Appro v a l s TOPCOAT Leading Leading
( I n s u res That Product Has Met Rigorous, Unbiased Standard s ) Membrane Competitor A Competitor B
Underwriters Laboratories (UL) Class A Fire rating? Yes Yes Yes
Factory Mutual (FM) Class 1 rating? Yes No No
Dade County Approved? Yes No No
Superior Installation & Quality Assurance
Requires training and proper business credentials to become 
an approved installer? Yes Yes Yes
Provides a national network of approved installers? Yes No Yes
Requires/provides two manufacturer job site field 
inspections on all guaranteed jobs to insure quality installation? Yes No No
Warranty backed by the largest roofing manufacturer 
in North America...a billion dollar company that will back 
your warranty for its full term? Yes No No

G reat Appearance, Long-Lasting Beauty
Product is brilliant white when installed, with 85%+ reflectivity? Yes Yes Yes
Product can be tinted to match most architectural requirements? Yes Yes Yes
Product passes standard for mildew resistance? Yes ? ?

P roven Energy Savings (see back cover)
ENERGY STAR® listed for reflectivity and energy savings? Yes Yes No
Sta-Brite™ surface exceeds 75% reflectivity after 3 years—
which even exceeds Energy Star requirements? Yes No No
Exceeds all standards for dirt pick-up resistance (ASTM D3719)? Yes ? ?

Single Source For All Your Roof Restoration Needs
Manufacturer offers formulations that work on:

Metal Roofing Systems? Yes Yes Yes
Structural Concrete, Wood? Yes Yes Yes
Smooth Surface BUR? Yes Yes No
Granulated Cap Sheets? Yes Yes No
Hypalon, PVC, TPO? Yes No No
“Rubber” (EPDM) roofing systems? Yes No No
Transite and/or asbestos panels? Yes ? No

Can issue guarantees for all of the above roofing systems? Yes No No
Over 150,000,000 square feet installed since 1979? Yes ? ?

T O P C O AT® Other Pro d u c t s

Magnified 50x
a f t e r 90 00 h o u r s
accelerated weathering

Magnified 50x
after just 3 8 00 h o u r s

accelerated weathering

Product Control # NOA 01-0315.02



The TOPCOAT® P rocess Is Your Safest Choice—
No Detail Is Left To Chance!

Step 1
Existing roof is thoroughly clean & repaired

Step 2
All seams and protrusions are sealed

Step 3
TO P C OAT base coat is applied

Step 4
TO P C OAT finish coat is applied

Four Steps
To Comprehensive Low-Slope Roof Restoration 
(EPDM, TPO, Hypalon, PVC, BUR, Modified Bitumen, Concre t e )



Step1
Fasteners are tightened and/or replaced

Step3
“ C ri cke t s ” are installed to dive rt wa t e r

Step2
Existing roof is thoroughly cleaned

Step4
All rusty areas are pri m e d

Step8
Skylights are rejuvenated 

Step7
Existing fasteners are encapsulated

Twelve Steps 
To Comprehensive Metal Roof Restoration

Step6
All roof penetrations are sealed

Step10
TO P C OAT base coat is applied

Step11
TO P C OAT finish coat is applied

Step12
GAF perfo rms final inspection for the
TO P C OAT System

Step9
GAF perfo rms interim inspection fo r
the TO P C OAT System

Step5
H o ri zontal seams are sealed



One Fact You Must Know 
B e f o re Choosing A Roof Restoration System.. .

When it comes to roof restoration systems, thicker membranes generally offer better long-term weathering
and waterproofing capability than thinner membranes. Since roof restoration membranes are actually 
constructed on your roof, thickness can vary significantly according to the installer’s application.
(For example, TOPCOAT Systems require a minimum of 18 mils thickness in the field of the roof, and 45
mils on the roof penetrations and other details.)  So...

•N eve r a c c e p t a roof restoration quote unless it specifies the final thickness of the membra n e,
both in the field and on the roof penetrations

•Never accept a quote that only specifies the number of gallons/square to be applied, because the final
thickness of the membrane will vary not only based on the number of gallons applied, but on the
percentage of solids in the formulation—which can vary significantly from one manufacturer to another.

Metal Roof 
B e f o re TOPCOAT

Same Roof 
After TOPCOAT

Office Building



T O P C O AT® M e m b r a n e s Have The Physical Pro p e rties 
You Can Count On!

T O P C O AT T O P C O AT T O P C O AT
M e m b r a n e MB Plus S u rface Seal
(Original Formulation)

Solids by We i g h t 71 +/- 3 % 65 +/- 2 % 64 +/- 3 %
Solids by Vo l u m e 58 +/- 2 % 55 +/- 2 % 51 +/- 2 %
Tensile Strength – ASTM D412 275 +/- 25 psi 155 +/- 20 psi 700 +/- 20 psi
Elongation – ASTM D412 375 +/- 2 5 % 275 +/- 2 5 % 650 +/- 2 5 %

Xenon We a t h e ring Te s t i n g 6000 hrs 5000 hrs 4000 hrs
UV Resistance – ASTM G2, 6-G29 2000 hrs 2000 hrs 2000 hrs
QUV Exposure, type UVB – ASTM G53 10,000 hrs 8000 hrs 6000 hrs

Salt Spray – ASTM B117 P a s s P a s s P a s s
Adhesion – ASTM C-794 P a s s P a s s P a s s
Fungus & Mildew Resistance – ASTM G21 P a s s P a s s P a s s

Shore A Hardness –  ASTM D2240 7 0 7 2 7 5
Impact Resistance – ASTM D2794 160 psi 165 psi 175 psi

NDL system guara n t e e / wa r ranty ava i l a bl e Up to20 yrs 10 yr. NDL 10 yr. NDL

R e n ewa ble guarantee Y E S Y E S Y E S

Up to 10 year ltd. wa r ranty on materi a l s Y E S Y E S Y E S

O ver 25 years of restoration ex p e ri e n c e Y E S Y E S Y E S

A division of largest roofing mfgr. in N. A m e ri c a Y E S Y E S Y E S

P r o fessional field inspectors/multiple inspections Y E S Y E S Y E S

National netwo rk of Commercial Specialists Y E S Y E S Y E S

“We torture-tested the TO P C OAT system by installing it 
under a cooling tower in a swamp — even in these conditions,
we just couldn’t make TO P C OAT f a i l . This is a great p ro d u ct!”

Dick Bax t e r
Roofing Contra c t o r, Au t h o r, &
N a t i o n a l l y - R e c o g n i zed Roofing Consultant
C R S, Inc.

“My clients include high tech military installations with sensitive
e q u i p m e n t — t h ey just can’t affo rd leaks. TO P C OAT products 
are the o n ly roof restoration products that I trust for my cl i e n t s.”

A l b e rt White
Roofing Consultant,
P r o fessional Service Industri e s, Inc.

NDL Guarantee
For Metal Roofs;
10 yr. NDL Wa rr a n t y
For Asphaltic Roofs

Wa rr a n t y Wa rr a n t y



A l c o a
American Airlines
A n h e u s e r-B u s c h
AT & T
B . A . S . F.
B. F. Goodrich
B o e i n g
Champion Intern a t i o n a l
C h e v ro n
Coca-Cola Company
Delta Airlines
FA A
Federal Expre s s
Fidelity Investments
F i re s t o n e
F o rd
General Dynamics
General Electric
General Motors
G e o rgia Pacific
G o v e rnment of Canada
G . T. E .
I B M
Kimberly Clark
K r a f t
Lazy Boy
Lever Bro t h e r s
M a rr i o t t
M a rtin Marietta
M C I
Mississippi State Univ.
N A S A
N e w York City
Pratt & Whitney
P roctor & Gamble
Radisson Hotel
Raytheon Co.
R o c k w e l l
S a m ’s Club
Tandy Electro n i c s
U.S. Postal Serv i c e
Wa l - M a rt
Walt DisneyWo r l d
X e ro x
Yellow Fre i g h t

P a rtial List
Of Major Organizations 
That Have Trusted 
T O P C O AT® R e s t o r a t i o n
S y s t e m s !

When You Figure In The Hidden Energy 
Savings Of A White Roof, 
T O P C O AT®S y s t e m s
Help Pay For Themselves!
On a sunny, summer day, a bl a ck roof can reach temperatures in excess of
170°F!  On the same day, the highly reflective white surface of a TO P C OAT
roof can be as low as 110°F!  As a result, much less solar radiation is tra n s-
mitted through the roof and into your fa c i l i t y. With energy prices on the ri s e,
w hy get saddled with an energy-wasting bl a ck roof when you can install an
energy-efficient TO P C OAT roof instead?

The magnitude of cost savings from a white roof can be staggeri n g . The U. S.
D e p a rtment of Energy’s Oak Ridge National Labora t o ry provides a conve n i e n t
method for estimating the cost savings of a white roof. Depending on yo u r
location, an energy-saving TO P C OAT roof could offset as much as 30, 50,
70% or more of the original cost to install the roof!

Estimated Energy Savings Of A 50,000 Ft2

T O P C O AT®Roof Over 15 Ye a r s*
(Based On Data From Oak Ridge National Labs, U.S. Dept. Of Energy) 

©2004 GAF Materials Corp o ration 06/04 TO P G N 1 0 6

To calculate the savings in other cities, visit the ENERGY STAR web site at:
w ww.o rn l . g o v / s c i / ro o f s + w a l l s / f a c t s / C o o l C a l c E n e rg y. h t m

* Energy savings estimates are based on energy and fuel cost data p r ovided by ORNL web site at the time of print and does not take into considera-
tion energy cost fluctuations over time. Assumptions used in the savings calculations include: R - value of 12.5; i n f rared emittance of 90; COP of 2;
ave rage lifetime solar reflectance of 75%; ave rage heating system and A/C system efficiency. The results are examples—age of building, geogra p h i-
cal locations, your ex a c t energy/fuel costs as well as other factors will affect your specific situation.

Quality You Can Trust Since 1886…
F rom North America’s Larg e s t
Roofing Manufacture r

F re s no,C A

$6 0 , 7 5 0 Augusta, GA

$3 0 , 0 0 0

Newark, NJ

$3 3 , 0 0 0

Houston, TX

$5 4,7 5 0
Miami, FL

$87, 0 0 0

S a c r a m e n t o ,C A

$40,5 0 0
Tulsa, OK

$2 4 , 0 0 0

Topeka, KS

$15 , 0 0 0
Louisville, KY

$2 0 , 2 5 0

Boston, MA

$2 2 , 5 0 0


